MALTA VOLLEYBALL ASSOCIATION
DISCIPLINARY CODE

Updated 31.08.2021
CHAPTER 1
-
DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDINGS

Article 1
For the purposes of the Disciplinary Code, an MVA Official shall stand for (represent): 

· All members of the Executive Council;

· All members of all Boards/Commissions duly constituted under the Statute; and

· All Club Officials (as per submitted latest Club Information Sheet).

· All match officials   
Article 2
: All Disciplinary Action will be dealt with by either of the following :-



(A) The Disciplinary Board as contemplated in the Statute;



(B) The Competitions Control Board; or

(C) The Secretariat/Executive Council, whenever the case is covered by the MVA Statute, and Rules & Regulations.

All cases regarding discipline, unless otherwise stipulated, have to be reported and formally handed to the Secretary General within 48 hours from the actual offence.

Article 3
: All Appeals on decisions taken as contemplated in Article 2 herein shall be subject to appeal as contemplated in the Statute.

Article 4
: Should the offender fail to appear without a valid reason, after having been duly notified, before the Disciplinary Board or any other Board, or before the Appeals Board, the said Boards will proceed to hear the case in the absence of the accused or appellant as the case may be.

Article 5
: The accused or appellant has at any time the right to produce witnesses. The prescribed fee for the production of witnesses shall be free for the first three witnesses produced, then a fee of € 10 per witness for the next four witnesses, and a fee of €40 per any additional witness thereafter will be levied.
Article 6
: Whenever possible, the first hearing of the Board shall be held within ten days from the game on which a report is filed. The decision of the said Board/s, will on the conclusion of all evidence and submissions, be delivered by not later than ten (10) days thereafter. 

Article 7
A. The General Secretary will immediately notify all parties concerned and publish all decisions taken, by:

1. Appending them to the notice-board of the MVA by not later than forty-eight hours from their issue.

2. Informing the parties concerned by not later than forty-eight hours from the issue of the decision.

  B. The penalties will apply immediately, however, they will not apply for the next competitive game, unless the party concerned was informed at least 48hours before the competitive match, with the Board’s decision.

Article 8
: A party who intentionally attempts to unnecessarily stall or prolong the said Disciplinary proceedings, will be liable to a penalty equivalent to twice the amount (quantum) he/she is being charged with.

Article 9 
: ‘Suspension by Points’. This system will work in conjunction with the other articles found in the disciplinary code. That is when a person is found guilty, apart from the fines/sanctions imposed he/she will also get points according to the offence/s committed. 

The point’s system being proposed will be as follows:

A) Receiving points as player and points as coach/bench official will be calculated separately.

B) If a coach/bench official receives a suspension he/she cannot perform the duties of a coach/bench official or participate as a player in the competition wherein he/she was sanctioned until his/her suspension penalty has elapsed.

C) If a player receives a suspension he/she cannot perform the duties of a coach/bench official or participate as a player in the competition wherein he/she was sanctioned until his/her suspension penalty has elapsed.

D) At the beginning of each season every person begins with zero (0) points. If a person has a suspension carried forward from a previous season, this suspension will still remain valid for the new season, irrespective if the person remains with his/her club or changes club.

Points system

a) 3 points means one game suspension

b) 5 points means three games suspension

c) 7 points means five games suspension.

d) 9 points or more suspension of 3 (three) months  

CHAPTER 2
-
OFFENCES BY PLAYERS and/or BENCH OFFICIALS

Article 10-A
:
Yellow Cards & Red Cards (Expulsion for Set)

1 Yellow Card - Any player/bench official who receives a Yellow Card in a match, shall be liable to a direct fine of € 10 per card, plus one (1) point.

· In the case of a second offence, in any following competitive games, the player/bench official shall be liable to a direct fine of € 15 per card, plus one (1) point.

· In the case of a third offence, the player/bench official shall be liable to a direct fine of € 30 per card, plus one (1) point.

· In the case of a fourth offence, the player/bench official shall be liable to a direct fine of € 60 per card, plus one (1) point.

· For any further offences, the player/bench official shall be liable to a direct fine of € 100 per card, plus one (1) point.

2 Red Card - Any player/bench official who receives a Red Card in a match, shall be liable to a direct fine of € 15 per card, plus 1 (one) point.

· In the case of a second offence, in any following competitive games, the player/bench official shall be liable to a direct fine of € 30 per card, plus 1 (one) point.

· In the case of a third offence, the player/bench official shall be liable to a direct fine of € 65 per card, plus 1 (one) point.

· For any further offences, the player/bench official shall be liable to a direct fine of € 150 per card, plus 1 (one) point.

Article 10-B
:
Red & Yellow Cards Jointly (Disqualification from Match)

Any player/bench official who receives both Yellow & Red Cards Jointly in a match, shall be liable to a direct fine of € 50 plus one (1) point.

· In the case of a second offence, in any following competitive match, the player/bench official shall be liable to a direct fine of € 75 plus one (1) point.

· In the case of a third offence, the player/bench official shall be liable to a direct fine of € 100 plus one (1) point.
· For any further offences, the player/bench official shall be liable to a direct fine of € 200 plus one (1) point.

CHAPTER 3 
-
OFFENCES BY MVA MEMBERS

Article 11:
For the purposes of this Disciplinary Code, an MVA Member shall stand for (represent) any:

· MVA Official as stipulated in Article 1,

· Match Official (Referee, Table-Official, Line-judge), and

· Club group (Club Official/s, Committee member/s, Player. Bench Official, Supporter).

A)
Should an MVA Member be found guilty of offending, or threatening in any manner any MVA Member/s, before, during, or after a match, the offending MVA Member shall be liable to:

· In the case of a first offence, with a direct fine of € 50
· In the case of a second offence, with a direct fine of € 100
· For any further cases the MVA Member will be subject to Article 11B, following.

B)
Should an MVA Member be found guilty of attempting to use physical violence against any MVA Member/s, before, during or after a match, such MVA Member shall be liable to a fine of up to € 150 and to a suspension of up to twelve calendar months.

C)
Should an MVA Member be found guilty of physical violence on an MVA Member before, during or after the match, such MVA Member will be subject to a penalty higher than Article 11B; with a fine of not less than € 200, and with a possible life suspension.
D)
Should the MVA member be a member of the General Council all of the above will be subject to a further increase in sanction at the discretion of the disciplinary board.

CHAPTER 4
-
OFFENCES  BY  CLUBS

Article 12
:
Club’s Responsibility

(A) All Clubs shall be responsible for the behaviour of all their Committee Members, officials, players, and supporters. Their respective Club will automatically assume any faults and/or offences committed by any of the said persons. In view of this the Club will automatically assume any fines levied to the said persons pertaining to the defaulting club. 

(B) Notwithstanding Article 12A above, individuals upon whom the Association has direct jurisdiction (as per article 11) shall be also personally answerable for any kind of misconduct and incidents caused, or aided to, as well as abetted by them.

Article 13
:
Disrespect by Clubs
Any Club who shall show any form of disrespect towards any MVA Official, either individually or towards the Executive Council, General Council or any Statutory Commission/Board duly constituted, verbally or in writing, on being found guilty will be liable to:

1) A fine of not less than € 60 but of not more than € 233 for the first offence.

2) In the case of repeated or continuous offences, the Club, may be suspended from all MVA activities for a period of not less than one calendar month but not more than twelve calendar months. Subsequently the said Club will be liable to any fines contemplated in the General Rules for not being present for any meeting/s and/or for not having honoured their respective team/s competitive fixtures.

Article 14
:
Failure to Pay Fines

Unless otherwise stipulated, any club who fails/refuses to settle any/all of their outstanding fines or dues with the MVA, within fourteen days from the official end of competitions’ date (final fixture date), shall be automatically suspended from all MVA activities. Should any club/s fail to settle the outstanding fines/dues within one month from that day, the said Club will be automatically dismissed from MVA i.e disbanded by the Executive Council . Eventually, all conditions pertaining to a ‘Disbanded Club’ shall come into force, as per MVA Statute and/or General Rules.

Article 15
:
Failure to attend MVA Official Meetings

A – General Council

(A 1)
Those Full-Member Clubs failing to attend meetings of the General Council 
shall be liable to :-

· In the case of the first offence, a fine of € 7;

· In the case of a second offence, a fine of € 12;

· In the case of the third offence, a fine of € 47, and immediate suspension from Full-Member rights, but not obligations.

(A 2)
In addition to the above those Full-Member Clubs failing to attend meetings 

of the General Council and having failed to give advance notice of at least    

            four (4) days from the established meeting date, shall be liable to :-

· In the case of the first offence, a fine of € 12;

· In the case of a second offence, a fine of € 23;

· Thereafter, for every other failure, a fine of € 117, and immediate suspension from Full-Member rights, but not obligations.

B – ExtraOrdinary/Annual/Other

(B) 1.
Those Full-Member Clubs who do not arrive within the 30minute grace 
period for the General Council Meetings, Annual GM, Extra-Ordinary GM or otherwise, shall be liable to :-

· 
A fine of € 58.

(B)  2.
All Full-Member Clubs attending such meetings shall be liable to the same 
fine of € 58 if their delegate/s leave before taking 
the final votes.

(B)  3.
In the case that a club fails to attend two consecutive meetings, the defaulting 
Club shall be liable to a fine of €233 and loss of 
all voting powers until and including the following Annual General Meeting. The club shall still be duty bound to attend all meetings as a Full-Member Club without voting powers.

Article 16
:
Failure to be represented in MVA Annual Presentation Ceremony

All Full-Member and Associate Member Clubs are to be duly represented at the MVA Annual Presentation Ceremony, by at least seven persons, failing which they are to pay a contribution of € 47 to the MVA. (ref to Gen Rules art 7) 
Furthermore, should a club fail to be present with any of its representatives/members to receive an award for the season at the respective occasion, the award will not be handed to the said club or any of its members at a later date.

Article 17
:
Failure to make its players available to the National Team/s

Should a Club/Club representative give instructions to any of its players to not form part of, or not attend National Team training sessions and/or any other National Commitments, the club/club representative shall on conviction be liable to a fine of €233.

Article 18
 :
Irregular Player Negotiation

If an MVA Official (Article 1) and / or any Bench Official is found guilty by the Player / Club relations board of negotiating with any player without the consent / permission, such MVA official (article 1) and /or Bench official shall be liable to a fine ranging from two hundred and thirty-three Euro (€233) to Five hundred Euro (€500) and to a suspension of up to 12 Calendar months.
For any further cases by the same MVA Official (Article 1) and / or any Bench Official, the 

Player / Club Relations Board may inflict a penalty as it may deem fit.
Article 19
:
Club/Player or Player/Club Irregularity

Should a player be proven to have trained with a club with whom he/she does not pertain, and without the player’s club permission, the player will be automatically suspended for twelve calendar months, and the defaulting club will be liable to a fine of € 350. The MVA will receive €233 while the player’s club will receive the remaining € 117
Article 20
:
Penalties and Fines for use of ineligible players

A.
Clubs making use of a player/s who is/are ineligible to play are liable, per game played and contested to:-
(i) Forfeiture of all match points, with the opposing team being awarded a win.

(ii) Immediate elimination from a competition if it is played on a Knock-Out basis, and the opposing team will automatically qualify to the next round.

(iii) Forfeiture of any title/s, should the game be a one-off match (Super Cup, etc.), with the opposing team being awarded the title. 

(iv) A fine of € 233 per game, for each ineligible player in the Senior Categories.

(v) A fine of € 583 per game, for each ineligible player in any other Category.

(vi) Suspension for 5 competitive matches, per category registered, of the ineligible player/s made use of. The suspension period begins from the official date of deliberation of the case.
B. In all cases, an official protest must be submitted to the General Secretary, as per M.V.A. Rules and Regulations, by any club or individual registered with the Malta Volleyball Association.  This obviously does not apply to Executive Council members.  Straightforward cases of ineligibility of player/s and/or coach/es and/or bench officials will be dealt with by the Secretary General.  In the other cases, the “Protests Board” within the Malta Volleyball Association will deal with the issue.

C.
In cases of ineligibility of player/s, the player/s involved may be asked by the parties concerned/board to appear before the competent authority to testify.

Article 21
: Fines

Any outstanding fines are to be settled by the respective club with the MVA, within 14 (fourteen) days from date of issue.

Failure to settling any fine/s within the above established time, will result in the club being at default, and therefore not eligible to participate with any of its teams. This will eventually result in forfeiture of all club matches until fines are officially settled.  
This rule however will not be under the competency of the MVA Secretariat, any MVA Official, or the game officials, but it will be the sole responsibility of the respective club delegate whether or not his/her team/s are to participate. In case an illegible team still plays a game an additional fine of € 200 will be imposed for every such game  
Any club may protest on the same grounds provided that the official club protest is received by the secretariat of the MVA by not later than 48 hours after the game fixture time.  It is a within duties of the members of the Executive Council to report a fault and act upon without any formal protest.
CHAPTER 5
-
BRINGING THE GAME INTO DISREPUTE

Article 22
:
Club/Team/Player entering into collusion with opposing        Club/Team/Player

Should a Club/Team/Player be found guilty of entering into collusion with another Club/Team/Player with the intention of affecting the result of a game in any manner, both clubs/teams/player shall be liable to all or any of the following:

· The suspension of the teams at fault from any of the relative competitions.

· The said clubs will be liable to the fines stipulated in the General Rules and Regulations for having withdrawn its team following the established date/start of the competition.

· Any players found guilty shall be liable to a suspension from a minimum of twelve calendar months up to a maximum of thirty-six calendar months.

Article 23
:
Club/Team deliberately attempting to lose, or losing a                 match

A) Should a Club team be found guilty of deliberately attempting to lose a match, unless the club took the necessary action against its respective defaulting players by informing the MVA within 48hours from the end of the match through the Player/Club Relations Board, the club will be liable to all of the following:

· The immediate suspension of the team at fault from any of the respective competitions.

· All the fines stipulated in the General Rules and Regulations for having withdrawn its team following the established date/start of the competition.

· Subsequently all players found guilty shall be liable to a twelve calendar month suspension.

CHAPTER 6
-
GENERAL CLAUSES

Article 24
:
Damage to MVA Property

Any person who shall effectively cause damage to any property of the MVA, or to any property on loan, or otherwise leased to the MVA, shall on:

· Admitting the fault (damages), be liable to the full repair or replacement cost, as well as an additional fine equivalent to such repair or replacement cost (i.e. A fine of double the actual cost of repair/replacement).

· Being found guilty, after not having admitted the claim/s being brought forward against him/her, be liable to the same charge as above (i.e. A fine of double the actual cost of repair/replacement), as well as a two calendar months suspension.

Article 25
:
Offences By National Team Players

Any Offences by a Senior or a Junior National Team Player, not contemplated in the National Team Players Rules & Regulations, against an MVA Member, and/or members of the coaching and management staff of the National Teams, will be subject to a further increase in sanction at the discretion of the disciplinary board.

Article 26
:
Offences By Team Captains

If a captain of a team (for the duration of a specific match) is penalized under any of the sections of the Disciplinary Code, the penalties/sanctions will be automatically doubled.
Article 27
:
Amendment Clause

This Disciplinary Code may be amended at an Extra-Ordinary General Meeting.

Article 28
:
Transitory Clause

Should an appointed board feel that given a specific case, there may be regulatory defects relating to existing articles, which may result in an unattainable decision, then the board will have the right to submit a decision not contemplated in the Disciplinary Code. This decision will not eventually need the approval of the Executive Council through an Extra-Ordinary General Meeting as requested in Article 25 above.
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