MALTA VOLLEYBALL ASSOCIATION
REGISTRATION POLICY

Updated 31.08.2021
Article 1 - Registration Policy

The Registration Policy of the Malta Volleyball Association shall be applicable to all persons who will register with the MVA as from the 1st of June 2005. All clubs are obliged to ensure that all persons registered on their books are informed of this registration policy and to be updated with any changes that may be adopted from time to time. 

Article 2 - Eligibility of a player

A. In order that a player is eligible to take part in any of the national volleyball competitions, such player must be registered with the Malta Volleyball Association and a Club on the Player Registration Form. This must be accompanied by: a photocopy of either identity card or passport, or a public registry birth certificate; 3 (three) passport size photos, and any existing signed contract as at date of deposit of registration forms, together with the relative payment.
B. In the case of persons who have not yet attained their eighteenth birthday, the form must provide for the signature of any legal guardian of such player, signifying his/her consent for such registration to be valid.
C. Players are registered with a Club for a minimum of four (4) seasons, unless otherwise stipulated in a club/player contract duly presented to the Malta Volleyball Association. Such contract must be for a period of more than 4 (four) seasons.
D. At the termination of a player’s minimum period of service (4 seasons), or at the end of his/her contracted period of service, as per Art.2d and Art.18, if the player fulfilled his/her obligations according to his/her player/club registration/ contract/agreement, then he/she will upon receipt of compensation (Art.16) be automatically released from any obligations after the 1st June. The player must give active service during his/her period of registration with the club. Once a player has been released, should he/she intend to play volleyball with any MVA registered club, the player will then have to re-register with the MVA accordingly. Before the player joins another club he/she must be issued his/her official release from the Association (Art. 15).
E. Should a player not fulfil his/her obligations according to his/her player/club contract/agreement, then the club is obliged to immediately inform the ‘Players/Clubs Relations Board’ in writing, giving full details. The MVA will not accept claims in retrospect by any club unless the claims have been officially registered with the Secretariat of the MVA, at the time of player default. The omission of any notifications would mean that no decisions may be taken against any party who willingly or unwillingly was at any time at default, by any board convened by the MVA to decide over disputing matters concerning players and clubs.

Article 3 - Age Eligibility of Players

A player is eligible in a youth category must be under the category age by the end of that season to be eligible to play in that category. I.e. Under 15s players must not be older than 14 years by the end of that season; under 17s players must not be older than 16 by the end of that season and Under 19s players must not be older than 18 by the end of that season. The same holds true for any additional junior categories.
A player who is eligible to play in the U/15 category is eligible to play in the Senior MEN/WOMEN leagues/competitions organised by the Malta Volleyball Association (Art.1A i.), provided that he/she has presented their parents/guardian consent in a written form.  

Nevertheless, the respective teams and persons responsible (i.e. coach, captain, club officials etc.) are obliged to provide safe playing environment for those players

The age of a junior player is established by the calendar year and not the month.

Article 4 - Eligibility of a Coach

A. In order for a Coach to be eligible to take part in a volleyball competitive match a coach must:-
i) 
Be registered with the Malta Volleyball Association and the Club on FORM - MVA 02

ii) 
Be in possession of a coaching qualification according to the Coaching Qualifications List issued by the Malta Volleyball Association
iii)   Be in possession of clean police conduct and have no past records of sexual misconduct, sexual harassment or sexual abuse  
B. Coaches are registered with a Club for a maximum of one (1) competitive season, unless otherwise stipulated in a specific club/coach contract duly presented to the Malta Volleyball Association. At the end of every season, all those coaches registered for one competitive season will automatically be free and may eventually register with any club of their choice.

C. A Coach may within the agreed registration period, be released from his/her officially registered club, and eventually be able to re-register with another club.

D. A Coach can coach multiple teams including the teams from other clubs with the exception of teams participating in the same league and division with the consent from the first club of registration. This does not apply for any competition other than the national leagues.

E. In order for a registration to be valid, apart from the necessary fee due, such registration must be handed to the MVA secretariat and must be accompanied by the following documents: Any Coaching Qualifications; a photocopy of his/her identity card or passport; and 3 passport size photos. MVA General Secretary may issue different instructions for handing in necessary documentations.

F. A coach can be listed as either the Coach, or the Assistant Coach, or the Trainer of any of his/her club teams, if further regulations do not inhibit this.
Article 5 - Eligibility of Bench Officials

A. 
In order that a team official may be able to take part in any of the national volleyball competitions, the official must be registered with: -

i) 
The Malta Volleyball Association and the Club on FORM - MVA 02

B. The Officials sitting on the Team's Bench shall be authorised by the MVA and must be in possession of a license or permit. For a Medical/Paramedical officer to sit down on the team bench, listed as Medical, he/she needs to fill in the appropriate MVA form, and must submit, together with the documents asked for in par. F of this article, any official medical I.D./Credentials. 
C. In order for a registration to be valid, such registration must be handed to the MVA secretariat during the MVA office hours, and apart from the necessary fee due must be accompanied by the following documents: a photocopy of his/her identity card or passport and 3 passport size photos.  MVA General Secretary may issue different instructions for handing in necessary documentations.

Article 6 - Police Conduct

A copy of the police conduct must be presented to the MVA for all club officials listed on the club information sheet. When registering a coach, or any bench official or medical personnel, a copy of the police conduct must be presented together with the requirements for the registration.  The acceptance by the MVA of the club officials, the coaches, bench officials or medical personnel depends on the police conduct. The police conduct should be issued within 30 days before the submission of the registration documents. No coach, bench official or any other official with past records of sexual abuse, sexual harassment or any similar sexual acts will be accepted as MVA member.  
Article 7 - Deposit of Forms

All Registration FORMS are to be signed accordingly and deposited at the Association’s Office by not later than (30) days from the date of registration on the appropriate form, and not less than 96 (ninety-six) hours from the player’s/coach’s/bench official’s/medical officer’s first (1st) official match. In order for a registration to be valid and accepted by the MVA Secretariat, apart from the due registration fee, such forms must be accompanied by all the necessary documents and payments.  If any of the supporting documents and/or payment are missing or erroneously submitted, then the registrations will be automatically rejected. The MVA General Secretary has a right to proscribe a manner in which the registrations can be handed in. General Secretary should inform the club official if those registrations have been accepted or not, or whether any changes are necessary. Such changes must be provided prior to 48 (forty-eight) hrs prior to the match.
Article 8 - Eligibility of scorekeeper
A. In order that a scorekeeper may perform duties in any national volleyball competitions, s/he should be registered with the MVA’s Match Officials’ commission on the Score Keeper’s Individual Registration Form after having successfully followed a Score Keeper’s course organized by a person authorized by the MVA’s Match Officials’ Commission.
B. A score keeper may perform the duties of a score keeper for any other club.
C. The Match Officials’ commission reserves the right to temporarily/permanently suspend any Score Keeper if s/he is found to be unqualified to exercise the responsibility.

Article 9 - Foreign Players

A. In order for a foreign player to be eligible to play in the MVA leagues and competitions, he/she should be registered with the MVA and the Club on players registration form. 
B. Only six (6) foreign players may be registered at the same time with the same team per category. A team can play with 3 foreigners on court at one time. If team has foreign libero, the libero can change with another foreigner as long as 3 foreigners are on court. If a team plays more foreigners than the allowed number, than it is considered as illegal starting line up as per FIVB 7.3.5.2 or illegal substitution as per FIVB rules 15.9.
C. Teams may register, replace or change foreign players, who have not played* in the current season, by not later than the 31st December.

* The term played stands for players which have been utilized by their respective club’s team during any official game, and not simply listed as one of the fourteen players.

D. Players who do not have Maltese citizenship shall be considered as foreign players.

E. Should a player for legal reasons be eligible/qualify for Maltese Citizenship and registers with the MVA as a Maltese player, then once he/she obtains such citizenship he/she must immediately hand a copy of the original document to the secretariat of the MVA. 
F. In order that the registration be considered and processed by the MVA, the club must also start the procedure of obtaining an FIVB International Transfer Certificate (ITC) for that player, together with the player registration form to the MVA secretariat. Without the completed and approved ITC, foreign player has no right to be registered with MVA.
G. MVA can request a Declaration Form in special cases. If a player was not registered with any volleyball club in Malta or outside Malta before, he/she (or the parents if under eighteen) will state this in writing (Declaration Form DF) and he/she will file it together with his/her registration to the MVA secretariat, together with the endorsement of the club. It is the club’s responsibility to guarantee that all player/s statements are true. If any player/s statements are in any way proven to be false, then these will result in forfeiture of any results/points obtained by his/her team in any official MVA competition/s game/s where the said player/s was/were utilized. Eventually all points/results will be transferred to the opposing team/s; even if the MVA rules state different on the eligibility of player. In addition to the above the MVA also reserves the right to impose further sanctions to the individual and/or club.
H. In the case of the existence of a contract for engagement of services, between the player and the club, such copy must be submitted to the secretariat of the Association at the moment of registration, together with all other documentation. Should the club be in breach of this article then the club will be penalised for ‘use of ineligible player’.

I. Unless otherwise stipulated all the rules and regulations, responsibilities and obligations, incorporated in the Registration Policy, General Rules, Statute, Disciplinary Code, and any Addenda to these, applicable to all Maltese players must at all times be equally applied to all Foreign players.

J. All Senior National League Male/Female foreign players are to present their work permit/s, or copy of official application for work permit, or any other proof of legal stay in Malta, together with their registration forms to the MVA secretariat. If a foreign player does not posses a valid work permit, then his/her club is responsible to show (provide official proof when asked by the opposing club) the player/s’ legal stay permit in Malta before every game. Such proof is usually found on the player’s passport. Should a player not present the passport when requested by the opposing club then the player may not be utilised for that game unless such evidence is provided.

K. When a foreign player applies for a work permit to the Maltese government, specifically for volleyball purposes, he/she must accept the MVA condition that he/she will be obliged to give his/her service, to the MVA whenever required. Only when a serious and grave reason is provided to the MVA, will he/she be exempted from this obligation.

L. All Foreign player/s documents submitted to the MVA must be countersigned by the club/s’ President or Secretary (not delegates).
M. Foreign players over the age of 45 will be considered as Maltese players for the purposes of this article and registration policy.

N. Any Youth/Junior Player who does not hold Maltese citizenship but whose “country of origin” (as per FIVB terminology) is Malta, when playing in a Maltese Youth/Junior league, shall be considered as a local player and not one of the 6 registered foreign players in the senior league. Moreover, any such player who by the age of 18 had played a minimum of 2 years, whether consecutive or otherwise, in a Maltese Youth/Junior League and whose “country of origin” was Malta during that period, will still be considered as a local player and as such would not count as one of the 6 registered foreign players in the senior league.  
Article 10 - Contracts

A. Contracts/Agreements in excess of the minimum period of service (as per Article 1 D), must be made in writing and deposited with the MVA. The contract/agreement must be signed on all pages by the player, the player’s Club Secretary/President, and finally endorsed by an authorised official of the MVA.

B. Contracts can only be entered into by clubs and players who are 18 years and over.

C. An Original Signed copy of such an agreement between the club and the person involved must be filed with the secretariat of the Association within thirty (30) days of its signing, or will not be accepted. The parties involved must receive in writing a formal acknowledgement by the General Secretary of the MVA that contract is in the player’s file. The MVA however will in no way dispute any of the terms and/or regularity of the contract, except in the case of dispute by any of the parties and when the case is in the hands of a Player/Club Relations Board. 
D. Copies of agreements between clubs and persons shall be made accessible only to the President and the General Secretary of the Association, to the parties of the same agreement, and to those bodies of the Association dealing with matters which necessitate the accessibility to such agreement/s, and to persons and/or public authorities authorized by the law.

Ei.
Except by mutual consent of both parties, neither the club nor the person involved may terminate or modify an officially registered agreement between the parties.

Eii.
In the case of a mutual termination of an agreement and/or in the case of a modification of an agreement, such termination or modification must be in writing, and an Original Signed copy of such termination or modification must be registered with the secretariat of the MVA within seven days of its signing.

F.  In case of any dispute between any of the parties concerned, the case must be referred to the player/club relations board, after all the statutory regulations and obligations have been observed by all the concerned. The deliberating board will eventually refer its decision to the MVA 
Article 11 - Quotas for each category

A Club can only register a maximum of (20) twenty players per team in all Senior, and all Youth and Junior categories.  For U/15 or younger category, the maximum number of players registered would be 16 per team. A team (excluding U/15 or younger category) can field up to a maximum of 14 players for each game.
If a team at any one time exceeds the established number of players, the last registration/s presented in excess of the maximum number will not be processed and accepted as valid, and all documentation presented to the MVA will be returned to the registering club. Furthermore, the player/s will not be eligible to play in competitive game/s organised by the Association with the Club/s. Abuse of this clause will be treated as stipulated in the general rules (see ineligibility of players) Article 3.
Article 12 - Participation & Player Registration Fees

A. By not later than the 15th August, all clubs must forward to the secretariat the list stating in which categories all their teams shall be participating in the new season. This must be accompanied with the appropriate affiliation fee/s. The Under 14 teams need not be forwarded by this date, but must eventually be submitted by not later than the official closing date for submission of applications for Under 14 Competitions, as established by the Competitions Control Board & MVA Secretariat. If a club’s status depends on junior/youth/mini volley team, then those players must be registered within the required date for their senior team participation (not later than 15th August).  Failure to respect this rule, will automatically result in loss of club’s status. 
B. In addition to the above, clubs must register all players including all their Under 15 players as previously noted on their OL FORM by not later than the 15th August, on their new Team List/s, whereby the club is officially informing the MVA in which categories the player will be participating. Should any player, after having been enlisted on the club’s OL Form, not appear on any Club Team List (submitted by not later than the 15th August), he/she will be considered as a free player (not under compensation), unless having been officially suspended by the club, with the MVA being informed accordingly. 
C. The following fees shall be applicable: -

:
	CATEGORY
	AFFILIATION

	Women Senior League + National Cup
	€ 350

	Women Under 18
	€ 125

	Women Under 16
	€ 100

	Women Under 14, Under 12, Under 10
	Free

	Men Senior League 
	€ 350

	Men Under 18, Under 16, Under 14, Under 12, Under 10
	Free

	Individual Membership
	€ 20 

	Coach
	€ 15

	Bench Official
	€ 20

	Medical Official / Physio Therapist
	Free

	National Cup/Pre-Season Tournament/Other Cups
	€ 50


D. For each Club having more than one team of the same gender in the same Senior/Youth/Junior Category, the club will receive a thirty per cent 25% discount on the affiliation fee of the additional team/s only. 
E. Moreover,

i. In the case of Clubs having male teams in all categories, i.e. at least one team in any of the senior divisions together with one team in each of the Junior, Youth, Mini-Volley (U-14) categories, they will benefit from a fifty per cent (50%) discount on the Team affiliation fees only. 
ii. In the case of Clubs having female teams in all categories, i. e. at least one team in any of the senior divisions together with one team in each of the Junior, Youth, Mini-Volley(U-14) categories, they will benefit from a fifty per cent (50%) discount on the Team affiliation fees only. 
F. A player registration fee of € 20 is to be paid for every player registered with a particular club. If the player is to play in more than one category. He /she will pay the highest category registration fee and will have 50% on other categories registration fees.

G. All clubs having more than one team in any of the Under 14 categories are to pay only an affiliation fee for one team. However, if a player is registered in any other category, he/she is to pay the higher category registration fee. 
H. Players' registration fees in the case of new registrations are to be paid before that player's first competitive match.

I. Clubs who do not settle all fees within the stipulated or agreed time will be suspended from their status as a Full-Member of the MVA by the Executive Council of the Association.

Article 13 - Official Lists of Registered Players
At the end of every competitive season all clubs are to fill in FORM OL. These lists are to be presented to the Secretariat by not later than the 31st of May. Should the Club continue taking part in the MVA leagues and competitions, the club affiliation guarantee of € 250 (for new clubs) is carried forward from one season to another. All registered players who have not been included in their club’s OL Form will be considered by the MVA as free-released players.

Clubs are obliged to pay the necessary registration fee/s for each player enlisted on the Club OL Form by not later than the 15th August. Should a club fail to submit the necessary payments by this date, then the MVA will consider all players not paid for (including U/14 players) as free released.

In addition to this, should a club release any player, or sell/loan/transfer any player to any other club, within this stipulated date (31st May – 15th August), the club is still obliged to pay the due registration fee (depending on lowest category eligible) for the respective player/s, once they have been officially registered on the Club’s books (Form OL) as at 31st May. Eventually the club receiving this/these player/s will still have to pay the necessary registration fee/s. 
Should a Club disband (even after the 31st of May) and owe the MVA any dues, then all the club’s players enlisted on Forms OL or players registered with the club in the present/previous season will automatically become the property of the MVA irrespective if they would have been given their release form the club or be transferred to another club in an irregular manner.

Article 14 - Team List

By not later than the 15th August all clubs must submit their Team Lists duly completed, and accompanied with the necessary registration fees in accordance with the General Rules.

Article 15 - Release of Players

A player may be released, either: -

A.
by the Club

 i. 
using FORM – REL

 ii.
if the player's contract has expired, and the player fulfilled his/her obligations according to his/her player/club contract/agreement, and the player is not included on his/her club’s Official List – Form OL (by the 31st May) 
or

B.
by the Players/Club Relations Board.

In the case contemplated in Ai, Aii, Bi, and C above, safeguard Articles 1, 17, and 18, a player must always apply in writing for his/her release to the General Secretary of the Association, with a copy sent to his/her respective Club, and the same player is solely responsible to assure himself/herself that both the MVA and his/her club receive his/her request for release.

Should a player obtain his/her release from a club within a competitive season, the said player may register with another club, but may not be eligible to participate in the current season’s national competitions, should the player have already *played in that current season. This will avoid any possible abuse of Articles 20 & 21.

Article 16 - Compensation for Players

The criteria of compensation to a club, when a player is either transferred or released to another Maltese club, is as follows: 

	During the Player’s First Season with the Club
	Maximum: € 700

	After the Player’s First Season with the Club
	Maximum: € 582

	After the Player’s Second Season with the Club
	Maximum: € 466

	After the Player’s Third Season with the Club
	Maximum: € 350

	After the Player’s Fourth Season with the Club
	Free


*  In the case of a player being transferred from a Maltese club to a Foreign club, or vice-versa, the above scheme (Art.16) does not apply.  All negotiations/agreements/transfers/contracts are to be conducted under F.I.V.B regulations.

Article 17 - Transfer of Player from one Club to another Club
After the start of any of the official competitions organised by the MVA, a Club may transfer any player who has not yet played* in the current season.

*   The term played stands for players which have already been utilised during a game (irrespective of the category) and not simply listed as one of the twelve players on any of his/her team/s’ line-up form, in the current season.

Such transfers must be made with the consent of the player concerned and FORM-PT must be handed to the secretariat of the MVA, and not less than 96 (ninety-six) hours from the player’s first official game.

All other regulations governing the Registration and Release of a player are to be followed.

The club may ask for compensation as stipulated in Article 16 above, and must never exceed the maximum allowed amount.

Article 18 - Players on Loan

Before or after the start of the competitions organized by the Association, a club may loan any player, so long as the player has not yet played* in the current competitive season. 

* The term played stands for players which have already been utilized during a game (irrespective of the category), and not simply listed as one of the twelve players on any of his/her team/s’ line-up form, in the current season.

This clause is valid also when a club has more than one team in the same category.

The club must submit FORM LP to the Association as long as the conditions set forth in any previous articles have been adhered to.

Players on loan will be considered as still giving ACTIVE service to his/her original club for the duration of the loan period.

Article 19 - Team Certificates 
Each season, the Malta Volleyball Association will issue an official document i.e. team certificate, with the names of all players and officials eligible to compete in that season. 
The first referee must not allow a player/coach/bench official/medical official to be part of a team unless his/her name is on the team certificate submitted prior to the commencement of the match. 
Article 20 - National Team players

It is the duty of every registered player who is eligible to represent the Malta Volleyball Association in any of its national teams or selections to answer positively to any call made by the Association to form part of a national team or selection. Only a serious reason exempts him/her from this obligation.

The obligations and regulations governing National Team Players are contained in the separate Addenda booklet “RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING NATIONAL TEAM PLAYERS”, and shall be considered as an addendum to both the Registration Policy and General Rules of the MVA.
Article 21 - Amendment Clause

This Policy may only be amended at an Extra-Ordinary General Meeting or an AGM as stipulated in the MVA Statute, with a majority of two-thirds of all present Full Members of the MVA. Moreover, such amendments will only come into force after four (4) months from their approval but not later than the 31st May of the current season. Therefore, it is essential that the EGM be held before the end of January of the current season. Not more than one (1) EGM may be called per season to this effect.

Article 22 - Interpretation of these rules

The Executive Council of the MVA is the only competent Authority to interpret this registration policy. Should the request for any interpretations arise the Executive Council will circulate its decisions to all Members Clubs within eight (8) days from such decision.

Any matter/s not provided for in this registration policy shall be regulated in accordance with the Rules and Regulations and by-laws of the FIVB and the CEV  In any other cases the Executive Council shall deal with the matter as it may deem fit.
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