MALTA VOLLEYBALL ASSOCIATION

GENERAL RULES

Updated 31.08.2021
Article 1 - KNOWLEDGE OF THE RULES

All MVA members, club members, club officials, referees and players are expected to be conversant with the Rules and Procedures of the Game; in accordance with these MVA General Rules, FIVB rules, MVA statute, MVA registration policy, the MVA Disciplinary Code, and any other MVA regulations and addenda. Ignorance of any of these rules will not be considered as an excuse in any form of proceeding.

Article 2 - MVA COMPETITIONS

The competitions organised by the Malta Volleyball Association (MVA) are:

a) Men’s Senior Leagues

b) Women’s Senior Leagues

c) Men's National Cup

d) Ladies' National Cup

e) Boys and Girls Junior and Youth Leagues and Competitions

f) Mini Volley Competitions

g) Beach Volleyball Competitions

h) Men's Super Cup
i) Ladies' Super Cup

j) All other competitions which, from time to time, are organised by the MVA.

Article 3 - SUPER CUP FORMAT

A. The Super Cup will be played between the League Champions and the winners of the National Cup, males and females of the previous season.  The Super Cup competitions will officially open the new competitive season.

B. In the event that the same team has won both competitions, the Super Cup will be played between the League Champions and the losing finalists of the National Cup.

C. In the event that one of the teams eligible to play, as noted above, will be at default, the next eligible team classified in the respective First Division league shall eventually participate in the Super Cup.

Failure by any team to honour any of the Super Cup games will be automatically fined with an amount of € 100, together with the deduction of three (points) from the defaulting team’s league standings of the new competitive season.

Should the situation not be solved by the above provisions, then the Executive Council together with the CCB will be obliged to solve the matter as it may deem fit. 

Article 4 – NATIONAL CUP (FR. TONY PARNIS) FORMAT
The National Cup (Fr. Tony Parnis) is to be considered, together with national leagues, as a major MVA competition. This competition is open only for registered clubs and their teams.  
A. All clubs registered with the Malta Volleyball Association may register any number of teams to take part in the National Cup (Fr. Tony Parnis).Team lists, including the team’s name, together with the list of registered players, to play in that particular team, are to be handed in to the MVA Secretariat by a deadline stipulated by the same secretariat, and which should be at least one (1) week prior to the drawing of lots.  Each team must have a minimum of 8 players. 
B. Up to the Final, the competition will be held on a knockout (direct encounter) basis. The C.C.B. may decide to implement seeding of any team up to semi-final stage.

C. The Finals of each of the competitions will be held on a best out of three games basis, and preferably over consecutive weekends.

Article 5 - LEAGUES FORMAT

The format of all leagues organised by the Malta Volleyball Association will be decided upon receiving applications on the 15th August. Each team from every club is entitled for 2 days to be exempted from games.  Club must inform the MVA not later than the 15th August.
However, the following format will be kept unless it has to be adapted:

If there is a sufficient number of teams, the competition will be divided in separate divisions / leagues with a minimum of 4 (four) teams in the first division.

During the regular season, the competition will be held on a round-robin basis, where all participating teams in each division / league will play against each other. The number of rounds throughout the regular season in each league will be decided accordingly.  The play off phase and its format, is subject to General Council approval before the league commences.  

The eventual winner of each League will be declared as the National Champion in the respective category.

Note: Should the Malta Volleyball Association take the decision that a particular U19 league is not held in the following season, then the particular club / team which had applied to participate in the cancelled league would have a period of fifteen (15) days from the announcement made by the same Association in which to decide whether to add another team to any of the senior leagues being organised.  Should there be a second division league, the U19 teams will have the possibility to participate in this category in its entirety (ie: as an U19 team).  An U19 player from this team who plays in the second division league can also play in the first division with his/her club senior team.  This applies only if the whole team remains U19 team.  Fees will be calculated accordingly.

Article 6 – BEACH VOLLEYBALL COMPETITIONS

The format of these competitions is to be decided by the relative sector established by the Statute, according to the specific event organized.
Article 7 - ANNUAL AWARDS

A. The Malta Volleyball Association will at the end of the Season, award honours to:

i. Best Player – in all categories (Male & Female)

ii. Referee of the Year 
iii. Coach of the Year

iv. Official of the Year

v. Most Promising Player of every junior, youth and mini volley competition (male and female) held that season 

vi. Team of the Year 

B. The Executive Council will appoint a selection Committee composed of five (5) members with the President of the Association acting as Chairperson to handle the procedure of these awards. The four (4) other members shall be the Chairpersons of the Competitions Control Board, Technical & Coaches Commission, Junior Commission & Match Officials’ Commission.

C. The selection of the awards shall be made as follows: -

i. The President or Secretary of a club (being a Full or Associate Member) may officially nominate up to two players only per category/division, and gender, in which it has participated. At least one of the players has to be from another club. The nominations for Best Players, together with the nominations for the Coach of The Year, Official of the Year, Team of the Year, Best Referee, and Most Promising Youngsters in all categories, must be received by the MVA secretariat not later than seven (7) days after an official notice (Awards Nomination Form) will be distributed by the general secretary of the Association.  

ii. The Selection Committee reserves the right to add up to three other nominations in any of the categories mentioned above.

iii. The Secretariat will forward the voting ballots to all the relative clubs. Such ballots must be returned duly completed within seven (7) days from date of issue.

iv. The President or Secretary of all Full Member clubs must vote in all categories in which their clubs have participated in the previous season.    They also have the right to vote for any other category.  Clubs must assign votes to all nominees in those categories voted for.  The result of these preferences will count for 40% of the vote.

v. Every member of the Selection Committee (article 12 B) shall vote for the said persons nominated, except for the Referee of the Year award. The result of these preferences will result for 40 % of the vote.

vi. Finally, players can vote for the nominated persons, through an email or letter, and only within a period set by the MVA Secretariat.  Players can vote only for athletes in the categories they had played in during the previous season.  These votes will result for 20% of the total vote.

vii. In the case of the Referee of the Year Award, the referees registered with the Match Officials’ Commission for that season will vote by secret ballot.  The result of these preferences will count for 50% of the vote.

viii. Together with the points scored (Article 12 Civ, Cv, Cvi) the  selection Committee (art 12B) shall also add to the nominated persons:

· Two points for every competitive game played with the national team.

· Three points deducted per occasion, in the event that a player had been sent-off (expulsion/disqualification) during a game.

· One point deduction for every yellow card received.

D. The selection committee reserves the right to award other special awards if it so deems fit.

E. The selection committee reserves the right not to give any award if it so deems fit.
F. Teams who have won an award must have at least seven players present at the Awards Ceremony, while Juniors, Youths or Mini Volley teams need to have at least four players present.  Individual awards may be collected by the winning player, or his/her Club official.  Awards will not be given to clubs or individuals who do not adhere to these procedures.

Article 8 - TROPHIES TO BE AWARDED

A. At the end of every competition the winners are to be presented with the official MVA trophy.

B. The eventual winners and runners up of all National Leagues and other Competitions will be presented with a suitable trophy and a miniature or medal; except for the Super Cups where only the winning team will be awarded a trophy.
C. Clubs will be held responsible for the custody and upkeep of all the MVA trophies/awards in their possession.  On request by the General Secretary and within the stipulated timeframe, the trophies must be returned to the MVA.  Fines will be imposed on clubs/teams who fail to comply with such requests.

D. After winning any competition for three consecutive times, the particular club will retain the trophy.

Article 9 – CLUBS/TEAMS ELIGIBLE TO PARTICIPATE

A. Participation in the National Leagues and NATIONAL CUP Competitions is open to all those clubs affiliated to the Malta Volleyball Association and whose application for participation has been accepted by the Executive Council, within the established dates. Participation in other competitions, eg: Under 14, Mini Volley league, school competitions, Social League, etc, is open also to associate teams apart from full member clubs and associate clubs. 
B.i.
Full member clubs are those clubs that besides competing in the senior category, they also participate in at least one of the Competitions of the Junior Categories (ie: Under 19, Under 17, and Under 15).  The Junior team must however be of the same gender as the team participating in the Senior National League. Should a club not be able to field a Junior team in the same gender of the Senior team in the competitive season, then the club will automatically lose its full member status.
B.ii. 
Associate clubs are those clubs who opt to participate in one category (e.g. Seniors) only.

C. Only those Clubs that shall have at least one qualified coach, according to the Coaching Qualifications List, and adequate coaching staff will be allowed to participate in the Senior National Leagues 

D. Following the issue of the official ‘MVA Nurseries Policy’ document by the competent bodies, each club must eventually adhere to any necessary changes, which apart from Art.1B, may also require having a duly licensed nursery in order to retain the full member status. This does not apply for associate members.

E. By the 31st of May of each year all clubs must forward to the MVA secretariat their newly updated Club Information Sheet (yearly updated copy supplied by the secretariat), duly filled followed by possible application for change of their next season’s status – ‘Full Member’ or ‘Associate’).  Clubs failing to submit this document within the established date shall be removed from their status of Full-Member or Associate, at the discretion of the Executive Council.

F. Clubs admitted as new members shall have a status of associate member club (if their application is accepted).  They may apply to change their status but only after a minimum of one year period of participation in the National League as associate member.  Furthermore, every full member club may lose its status and become associate member club.  In case the same club wishes to apply for full member status again, that application can be submitted only after the period of two years and after having a Junior / Youth / Mini Volley team in the second year.  If these conditions are fulfilled then the same club will be granted a right to apply for full membership status.  The application has to be submitted by the 31st May.  Late applications will not be considered.

G. If Clubs intend to be linked with any schools, the names of the schools and their location need to be written on the Club Information Sheet or that information has to be supplied to the MVA secretariat immediately upon the established link.

H. Ideally, every club is linked with a particular town/village in Malta or Gozo. In no case should a club use the word ‘Malta’ in its name.

Article 10 - NEW CLUBS – AFFILIATION

A. For a New club to be affiliated with the Association, the said club must apply in writing to the secretariat of the MVA, and the said application must be received by the MVA secretariat not later than the 30th June. It is the club’s responsibility to ensure that their official application is received by the secretariat of the MVA.

B. In return the general secretary of the MVA will eventually send an official reply to the applicant clubs, stating whether the Executive Council of the MVA has accepted or not their application, or if any missing documents are required to fulfil their request. The MVA reply must be sent not later than 7 (seven) days after the closing date of application for new clubs. Eventually, following any re-submittals, complete evaluation and non-conformity of all applicant clubs, the secretariat will inform the applicant clubs and existing MVA clubs accordingly.
C. The new applicant club, if approved, will be accepted as an ‘associate member club’. 
D. The new applicant teams who wish to compete in competitions as specified in article 9A can be affiliated to MVA for the duration of that competition only.
Article 11 - PLAYERS ELIGIBLE TO PARTICIPATE

Players eligible to participate in any Competition organised by the MVA shall be those registered with the Malta Volleyball Association and who are not at default with the Registration Policy, General Rules, and Disciplinary Code. In competitions the License Cards are replaced by Team Certificates but only following the decision of the MVA Secretariat. 
Article 12 - ONE MAN ONE CLUB

A. A person can only be officially affiliated to one club. The term officially affiliated to one club stands for all those persons who have been officially registered by a club on the Club Information Sheet, or else have been registered with a club as a coach, or any other type of official. In order for any of these persons to change from their club to another club during the same season, he/she will require an official written permission/declaration from his/her present/formal club.

B. Should a player wish to change club in order to occupy a position other than that of a player, he/she must declare in writing to the secretariat of the MVA, and a copy must be sent to his/her club. The declaration must officially state that ‘he/she as from that date will not play or else train as a volleyball player with any club whatsoever.’ Should the player eventually change his/her decision and want to play again, then he/she must return to his/her previous/formally registered club as a player.
C. A Coach can coach multiple teams including the teams from other clubs with the exception of teams participating in the same league and division with the consent from the first club of registration. This does not apply for any competition other than the national leagues  
D. For all those who do not abide with the above conditions Art. 12 a,b and c, the MVA will automatically penalise as follows:- The individual will be immediately suspended for a whole season from all volleyball activities; while the defaulting club/team will be fined € 250.
E. A Club/Club Official may be allowed to speak to another club’s player/s to check if the player/s is/are interested in changing club only after the last competitive game of the last year of the player/s registration.
Article 13 – MERGER BETWEEN CLUBS

A. A proposal, formally accepted by the clubs’ committee according to their statutes, for a merger between two or more clubs, must be presented to the General Secretary of the MVA at least seven days preceding the final date established for the presentation of the Official List of registered players (refer to Article 21 of the Registration Policy).

i. The above-mentioned proposal shall take the form of a ‘Statement of Intent’. Such statement shall include:

ii. The names of the clubs intending to merge and the proposed name of the club resulting from the merger.

iii. A draft Statute for the club resulting from the merger.

iv. A draft Club Information Sheet containing names of the officials, who shall be members of the committee of the newly merged club.

B. In conformity with Article 1 of the Registration Policy, there shall be presented together with the above-mentioned documentation, the player registration form for every player, each form being duly signed. The eventual merger shall not affect the contractual rights and obligations existing between a club and a duly registered player (where such club is a participant in the previously described merger process). Any existing rights and obligations shall subsist in substance and in form.

C. Release requested by a duly registered player when a merger is being processed, will only be granted against a maximum of 50% of the compensation contemplated in Article 19 of the Registration Policy. If the merger occurs during a stage where a player’s registration period has not elapsed, then Article 16 of the Registration Policy will not be considered. The compensation will be calculated up to the time of the merger.

D. There shall also be completed an inventory of equipment and materials belonging to the clubs involved in the merger process. Such inventory shall be annexed to the other documents mentioned in this Article (16A & B).

E. The newly merged club will have the opportunity to choose whether to present the same number of teams in the divisions they would have competed in during the season prior to the merger.

F. The Executive Council of the MVA shall approve the proposed merger within fifteen (15) days from the receipt of the ‘Statement of Intent’ together with the appropriate documentation, provided that the accompanying documentation mentioned is completely provided forthwith in all material particulars.

Article 14 - DISBANDED TEAMS / CLUBS

Ai.
Clubs disbanded between the 31st of May and the 15th of August will lose the club affiliation guarantee deposit of € 250 submitted earlier.

Aii.
Clubs disbanded after the 15th of August will be penalized with a fee of € 700.

In addition, the club affiliation guarantee deposit of € 250 submitted earlier will not be refunded and as Ai. above will automatically forfeit the said amount € 250.

Aiii.
Teams disbanded after the 15th August will be penalized with a fee of € 600 per team in the case of any of the Senior Categories, and € 250 per team in the case of any of the Junior Categories. 

B. When a club is disbanded the following procedures must be followed in cases where the same disbanded club/s owe money to: the MVA, other club/s, and/or club member (including players, coaches and club officials) –

i. 
All players are declared to be Association Players (Property of the MVA & not of the club/s). 

ii.
The Executive Council will appoint a three member independent commission to evaluate and fix a price for each player. 

iii.
Before any of these players may be allowed to register with a new Club, the new Club must first pay the established transfer fee to the Association. 

iv.    
The income from the sale of the players will be distributed as follows:-

a. all dues to the Association;
b. all dues to affiliated clubs, players and individuals;
c. if there is a balance this shall be returned to the rightful representative of the disbanded club.

C. Only players who have not yet played* in the current season for the disbanded club, will be allowed to play for a new club in the current season.

* The term played stands for players which have already been utilized during a game and not simply listed as one of the twelve players on any of his/her team/s' line-up form, in the current season, irrespective of the category.

D.
If after the 15th of August only part of a club is disbanded, then the club may reach an agreement with the MVA to give all the players of the disbanded team/s to the MVA to set-off any fines (sub-paragraph 1c above). The MVA will then proceed to follow sub-paragraphs B & C above.

Article 15 - GAME PREPARATION

For the well-running of any of the MVA competitions: -

A. With the exception of games indicated by the Competitions Control Board, both teams on the fixture list shall provide one qualified scorekeeper to act as such. If the scorekeeper is not a member of the club playing he/she must be registered on the score-sheet according to his/her license card.
B. The first team on the fixture list is to rig-up the net, while the last team on the fixture list is to dismantle the net, whenever required.

C. Both teams playing are to help in ball-retrieving.
D. Each club must nominate a number of referees to officiate during that current season. The number of referees each club must nominate is as follows:

i. If a club has 2 or less teams, excluding U14 teams, then that club has to nominate 1 referee.

ii. If a club has 3 or 4 teams, excluding U14 teams, then that club has to nominate 2 referees.

iii. Clubs with more than 4 teams, excluding U14 teams, have to nominate 1 referee for every 2 teams.

All the nominated referees will fall under the direct jurisdiction of the Match Officials’ Commission of the MVA, once their nominations are accepted by the MVA.

All nominations must be signed by:

a. The nominating club,

b. The nominee, and

c. Should the nominee be a registered volleyball player and/or official with any club, by the official delegate of that club.

Clubs who cannot nominate the required number of referees, will incur a fine of € 233 per referee not nominated. 

This applies also to clubs whose referee/s stop at any point in time during the season, without a valid reason. The fine applies only when the number of referees falls below the quota stipulated for that particular club.

E.     Clubs failing to honour their score-keeping, rigging/dismantling assignments will be penalised as follows: -

i) In case of failure to help in the setting up or the clearing of the Competition Control Area, the defaulting Club will be liable to a fine of € 25.   
ii) In the case of failure to provide qualified score-keepers, the penalties shall be as follows:-

a) with respect to the first occurrence, a fine of € 25.

b) with respect to the second occurrence, a fine of € 35.

c) with respect to any subsequent occurrence, a fine of € 100.
Article 16 - MATCH-BALLS

A. Three match balls will be provided by the Association for all matches.

B. When the MVA is not in a position to provide the necessary competition volleyballs, then all clubs are to have at least two competition volleyballs in good condition for all matches.

C. A Club failing to provide volleyballs as stipulated will be subject to a fine of € 15.

Article 17 - TEAM APPEARANCE

A. All players must wear identical strips (shirt and shorts).  Players who do not wear identical strips will, on no grounds whatsoever, be allowed to play. Any undergarments (leggings, long sleeved tops, and also headscarves/veils) have to be either Black, White, Skin or Kit Colour. The choice is up to the particular club, as long as all the players of the team who will use the undergarments have the same choice of colour.
B. Each player must have a clearly identifiable number of his/her chest and on his/her back.  Clubs ordering new uniforms must abide by FIVB Rules of the game.
C. Players who do not have the required numbers will not be considered as members of their respective squads.  If numbers are affixed on shorts, these have to match the shirt numbers.
D. The captain of each team will wear an acceptable distinctive mark to enable the officials to recognize him/her easily.

E. The libero player must wear the same pattern shirt as team’s uniform but a clearly and contrasting coloured shirt from the rest of the team. His/her shirt must be also numbered as the rest of the team. Injured players listed on the team list and sitting on the bench must wear their official shirt/tracksuit and shorts otherwise they will not be allowed to stay on the bench. This also applies to all members of the team who are staying off the court at that moment. Coaches and all other bench officials must wear identical uniform throughout the game as per FIVB rules.

F. All players must be in full kit from the time of the toss and during the official warm-up till the end of the game. Teams can do the official 10 minute warm up in uniform numbered warm up sponsored shirts.  
Article 18 – MATCH OFFICIALS’ RULES

A. Referees, scorekeepers and line judges have to remember that they are officials from the moment they enter the gym where the match is going to be played, till the time when they go out of the gym.  As officials, they have to remember that their first job is to see that everything is done in an orderly and controlled way, and so they cannot be the first ones to disturb the flow of the match.  Thus, an excessive amount of talking and jokes with supporters, team members and team officials, especially during the match itself, should be avoided.

B. Match officials (referees, scorekeepers and line judges) should have a sound and faultless knowledge of the FIVB Rules as amended by the International Federation.  They should as much as possible keep up to date with any changes and or interpretations, and attend any refresher courses organised by the Match Officials’ Commission within the M.V.A.

C. Match officials have to be extremely objective in their decisions, so that fairness is not hindered. Moreover, if it is proven that any match official has in any way entered into collusion with any individual/team/club, he will be disciplined according to Article 47 of the MVA Statute.

D. All match officials should show respect to team players, team officials, spectators and the other officials.  Thus, in no way is it acceptable that officials pass comments, laugh at, or in any way show lack of respect towards any member of the categories mentioned earlier.

E. Besides being match officials, referees, scorekeepers and line judges are also educators.  As such they should take every opportunity, without unnecessarily extending the time of the match, to teach and explain the Rules of Volleyball to those who would like to have such an explanation, especially in the Junior Categories.    

F. First Referees should make sure that warnings and sanctions given reflect exactly the situation on court.  While referees cannot be free for all with the warnings and sanctions, however the latter should be given whenever any player or team official does something that should be sanctioned. 

G. It is the match officials’ duty to make sure he/she knows what his/her appointments are for each weekend.  A match official that does not turn up for his duty, either due to lack of information or due to any other issue, except for last minute emergencies, will have to pay a fine according to the Referee Disciplinary Bye-Laws approved by the Malta Volleyball Association in November 2002.

H. Referees, scorekeepers and line judges are to be present at the gym where the match is going to be played at least 30 minutes before the official fixture time of the match.  Match Officials should follow the Playing Protocol as issued in these General Rules.

I. Referees should wear as much as possible the official uniform issued by the Match Officials’ Commission. Whenever this is not available, the Referees should wear a plain navy blue T-Shirt/Polo Shirt/Sweater, and black/navy blue jogging pants. Jogging shoes are a must. Caps, beanies, gloves and similar attire are not allowed.  In the case of referees turning up to officiate in a different attire from the above, the Match Officials’ Commission may decide not to remunerate that particular referee for that particular match.  This clause does not apply to referees who are asked to officiate in an emergency situation.

J. First referees are asked to send an sms/email, at the end of the match they have officiated, to the Officer in charge of the Media sector, as instructed by the Match Officials’ Sector, informing the Media OIC of the result of the game, set scores, total time together with a short summary of the match.  This report is to be sent as soon as possible after the match.  In the case of referees not sending this information, the Match Officials’ Commission may decide not to remunerate that particular referee for that particular match.  

K. Referees and match officials fall under the Disciplinary Code as amended from time to time by the Malta Volleyball Association.  
L. Protests done by referees re: any incident that might happen before, during or after the match they have been officiating, should be done in consultation with the Match Officials’ Commission or the Competition Controls Board. 
M. Referees can be appointed as scorekeepers according to Article 15 of these General Rules.
N. New Referees start officiating in Grade D.  They will move up one grade at a time, according to the following table: 

	GRADE
	NO. OF MATCHES TO REF BEFORE MOVING TO FOLLOWING GRADE
	PAYMENT

	D
	Beginner Referees
	€ 7.5 per match

	C
	50 matches in Grade D + Exam
	€ 10 per match

	B
	75 matches in Grade C + Exam
	€ 10 per match

	A
	100 matches in Grade B + Exam
	€ 15 per match


Note: Only Referees who attain Grade A, and who are actively officiating during that current season, will be listed on the Official List of Referees sent by the MVA to the FIVB every year.  These referees, after being written for three years, will then be able to attend the FIVB Candidate Referee Courses to attain International Referee status.

Article 19 – POINTS

Points will be awarded according as follows in ALL Senior & Junior Categories: -

A. Three (3) points to the winning team (3-0, 3-1 or 2-0 in case of junior categories)

B. Two (2) points to the winning team (3-2 or 2-1 in case of junior categories) 
C. One (1) point to the losing team (2-3 or 1-2 in case of junior categories)
D. Zero (0) points to the losing team 

E. One (1) point is deducted to a team which concedes/gives a walkover.

Article 20 - DECIDERS

When (2) two or more teams are on equal points and a relevant placing needs to be determined, a decider will be played. All deciders will be played on a one match/one round basis (depending on the number of teams).

Should following the deciders’ phase, two or more teams remain on equal points, then the winner will be decided on:

A. Direct Encounter;

B. Sets difference in favour;

C. Points difference in favour (Sets Points)

* For the Deciders’ Phase all teams start off on Zero Points (They do not carry forward the points gained during the national league).

Article 21 - POSTPONEMENT OF A GAME

A.
Games start at the appointed time on the fixture list.  When the start of the game is delayed by more than one and a half hours, even in the case that there are no referees available, the match shall be postponed upon request of the participating teams or club officials.

B. Only those players who were registered to play on the date of the original game will be eligible to play in a postponed fixture.  In the case of a suspended player, then reference should be made to the Disciplinary Code.

C. A postponed fixture shall be played within 2 weeks from the original date and could be played also on weekdays. Such new date and time will be decided by the Competitions Control Board
D. Requests for a postponement made in writing to the ‘Competitions Control Board’ and specifying the reason shall be considered only in cases of "Force Majeure".  Such requests shall be accompanied by a fee of € 25 for each match postponement being requested, and received at least twenty (20) days before the fixture's date. 
E. If a team has a player/coach/official who is participating in an M.V.A. sanctioned event, and such events clash with scheduled matches, that team is automatically granted a postponement only upon the Club's written request.  No fee is requested for such postponement requests.

F. Requests for postponements will not be accepted, if the club concerned has more than seven players who can actually play at the scheduled time of the match (unless article 20E).

G. Only if a written request is received by the Competitions Control Board at least twenty (20) days before the fixture's date, will postponements be considered when Players/Teams are invited by non-MVA affiliated bodies to participate in Games/Tournaments abroad or in Malta.  

H. If a fixture is changed from the original scheduled date, the club has the right to choose 2 options out of 3 optional dates within 2 weeks’ time frame set by the MVA.
I. The clubs have a maximum of 7 days from the issuing of original set of fixtures to notify the MVA regarding any possible mistakes. 
Article 22 - GAME STOPPED FOR TECHNICAL REASONS

If a game is stopped at any stage for a technical reason, it will be suspended for a period of not longer than thirty (30) minutes, which time is to be controlled by the 1st referee. Should the thirty (30) minutes elapse the game will be postponed to another date with the interrupted set starting anew. Only those players registered on the official game score-sheet will be eligible to participate in the postponed game.

Article 23 - WALK-OVERS

A. Under normal circumstances, when fixture times are respected, fifteen (15) minutes grace from the scheduled start of the match will be conceded for the start of every game.  This grace period will be controlled by either referee.  If one (1) team arrives after the lapse of this grace period, this team will be at default and the opposing team shall be awarded a walkover, in accordance with the MVA or FIVB rules as applicable.  In the case of Maltese teams travelling to Gozo, or Gozitan teams travelling to Malta, the grace period will be of twenty-five (25) minutes.  If, under any circumstances, the start of the game is delayed by more than 15/25 minutes, as applicable, no grace period is given.

B. If six (6) players from each of the two teams are present at the scheduled time of the fixture, such grace period will not be conceded.  When a team arrives within the fifteen minutes grace period but later than the stipulated time, a fine of € 15 will be imposed on the defaulting team/club.
C. A fine of € 120 in the case of the Senior Categories and a fine of € 60 in all other categories will be imposed on a club conceding a walk-over.  Expenses not exceeding € 50 in the case of local teams and € 100 in the case of Gozitan teams may be claimed by the team which honoured the fixture provided such claim is supported by documentary evidence.  Such claim, however, will not be valid when the team which is unable to honour the fixture has notified the Secretary General in writing and the Secretary of the opposing Club within forty-eight (48) hours prior to the start of the game.

D. A team, which concedes its second walkover not necessarily consecutive, besides the fine contemplated above, shall have a deduction of three (3) points from the league standings.

E. A team which concedes its third walk-over, not necessarily consecutive, shall, besides the fine contemplated above, immediately forfeit its eligibility to continue participating in the specific league/competition/tournament in which it is participating at the time it concedes its third walk-over.  If such forfeiture affects the status of the club, the club will automatically lose its status.  All other fines related to disbanded teams/clubs will apply.

F. In contested cases, the Competitions Control Board shall have jurisdiction over the case.

G. Games played in the National League/Competition by the team forfeiting its eligibility will be considered as never been played, and therefore all match results, set scores, and sets points will also be taken away from all the other teams competing in the same division/category.

H. In the case of games pertaining to Maltese Clubs playing in Gozo, or Gozitan Clubs playing in Malta, no walk-overs will be given due to non-operating ferryboats. Should a ferry boat operate two hours prior to a game to be held in Malta or Gozo, through the Mgarr-Cirkewwa crossing, then the game will be played. Teams not honouring this fixture will not be allowed to claim a game postponement for non-operating ferry boats and will automatically concede a walk-over.

Article 24 - PROTESTS

A. Unless otherwise stated, protests from the Clubs arising from competitive games shall be dealt with by the Protests Board appointed by the Association in terms of the Statute.

B. If a Club wishes to protest against the result of a match, the captain must sign the Official Score-sheet - `Under protest’ at the end of the match. This must be followed by:

(i) A formal written protest on the Official Club Letterhead signed by the Club President or Secretary, and must be accompanied with :

a) A deposit of € 60 for each game in any of the Senior Categories.

b) A deposit of € 35 for each game in any of the Junior Categories.

C. The formal written protest with the respective deposit fee must reach the Secretary General within 48 hours from the termination of the match. In cases of ‘ineligibility of player/s’, or ‘ineligibility of a club/team’ (except for ineligibility due to outstanding fines – 48hours), the protest must reach the Secretary General within seven (7) days from the termination of the contested game/s. If the required time is not observed, then the protest will be considered as null, and consequently no fee will be charged.
D. If the protest is not upheld, the deposit will be forfeited.

E. The Protest Board reserves the right to charge 50% of the deposit for administrative expenses to the defaulting party. 
F. In cases referring to ineligibility of players or of a club/team, the score-sheet need not be signed - `Under Protest.’

Article 25 – APPEAL BOARD RULES

Ai.
The Board shall be convened by the Secretary General as early as possible after the receipt of the Appeal addressed to the Secretary General.

Aii.
The Chairman of the Board shall inform the Appellant’s delegate of the convened meeting through the Secretary General of the Association.
Bi.
The Chairman and any person on the Board may abstain from sitting or may be   challenged for any causes mentioned in Article 74 of this Chapter and for all the other causes established by law.
Bii.
The Chairman of the Board shall decide any question regarding a cause of abstention or challenge any question regarding procedure.
Ci. 
Save as otherwise provided in these Rules, the decisions of this Board shall be taken by a majority vote, each person sitting having one vote. Only where two persons, inclusive of the Chairman, are in attendance, shall the Chairman have the right to cast two votes.
Cii.
The decisions of the Board shall be in writing and shall be signed by the Chairman and the original shall be kept in the registry of the Board with the complete record of the proceedings of each appeal.
D. The Board shall appoint a secretary to the Board from amongst its members.
E. The Board shall hold its sittings at the MVA Headquarters or such other address, as the Executive Council shall from time to time determine.
F. Any notice or order issued by the Board shall be signed by the Chairman and countersigned by the person acting as Secretary to the Board.
Gi.
An Appeal shall be made in writing and shall be signed by the Club President or Secretary or Club Delegate or Appellant in individual cases.
Gii.
The request for an Appeal shall be drawn up and filed with the Secretariat in triplicate. The   latter shall endorse one copy, which shall be forwarded to the Board.
Giii.
The application shall be made (as stipulated in Article 67) following the decision of the Disciplinary Commissioner and/or the Protests Board. It is the Appellant’s responsibility to collect a copy of the decision/s, from the MVA offices.
Giv. 
The Board, may at any time prior to the commencement of the hearing, allow an amendment to be made in the application for the purpose of making it clearer.
Gv.
A deposit as stipulated in the General Rules shall accompany the application of an Appeal and Regulations together with a list of witnesses summoned by the Appellant in support of his claim. In no case whatsoever shall such a list be amended after the application has been filed.
Gvi.
The deposit shall be forfeited if the Board confirms the Disciplinary Commissioner’s and/or Protests Board decision/s. If any amendment to the decision/s is made; a refund of 50 % of the deposit will be made to the appellant. If the Board finds for the appellant the whole of the deposit will be refunded.
H. The filing of the Appeal does not in any way whatsoever suspend the Disciplinary Board and/or Protests Board sentence from being executed.
I. The Board’s decision will become effective immediately it is delivered.
J. Save as otherwise expressly provided in these Rules, the Appeals Board shall regulate its own procedure. 
Article 26 - APPEALS BOARD DEPOSIT FEES

A deposit of € 100 must be paid to the Association when a Club and/or member of the MVA is lodging an appeal. Appeals not accompanied with the required deposit/s will not be accepted by the secretariat of the MVA.  
Article 27 - PUBLICATION of any Official MVA Correspondence-

It is forbidden for any member of the Malta Volleyball Association, whether a club, club-member, an official person (referee or coach), or board/commission member, to publish in any of the public media, in part/whole of any correspondence to/from the MVA.

In addition, any sort of correspondence, to appear in the public media, which may be considered as criticism and/or praise to: any club, and/or any of it’s members, and/or any officials of the MVA including councils’ members and/or boards/commissions members, may only be published after having been approved officially by the Executive Council. However clubs must ensure prudence and mutual respect at all times.  The Executive Council will deal with those who are in breach of this article as it deems fit.

Article 28 - COMMENTS to the MEDIA IN GENERAL
A. No member club and/or any of it’s members, or member of the MVA (individual, player/coach/bench-official/score-keeper/referee) shall be permitted to comment to any of the press in a way that may result in public criticism in a harmful way to any club/person having a function within the Association

B. Anybody, who infringes the above, shall be fined with a minimum amount of € 100, and/or shall be liable up to a possible life suspension, depending on the gravity of the offence.

Article 30 - AMENDMENT CLAUSE

A. These General Rules may only be amended at an Extra-Ordinary General Meeting of the Association with the consent of at least two-thirds of all of the Full Members of the Association present at the meeting.

B. The quorum at the start of the said meeting shall be of not less than seventy-five per cent (75%) of the Full Members of the Association. Should the minimum members required to commence the meeting not be available, then a 15 minutes grace will be given, after which meeting will be held so long as a minimum of sixty per cent (60%) of the Full-Members are present. For amendments to these rules to be approved, sixty per cent (60%) of the Full Members have to approve them. Any proposed amendments not obtaining the minimum sixty per cent (60%) of votes will be adjourned to a later EGM.
C. These rules will come into force immediately after their approval, but should not interfere with the present competitive season, unless otherwise stipulated by the Executive Council.

Article 31 - INTERPRETATION OF THESE RULES

A. The Executive Council of the MVA is the only competent Authority to interpret these general rules. The interpretations shall be circulated to all Member Clubs within eight (8) days.
B. Any matter/s not provided for in these general rules should be regulated in accordance with the rules and regulations and by-laws of the FIVB and CEV, together with the MVA statute, registration policy, and disciplinary code. In any other case/s the Executive Council shall deal with the matter, as it may deem fit.
ADDENDUM I -  COMPETITIONS PROCEDURE
MALTA VOLLEYBALL ASSOCIATION PLAYING PROTOCOL

The following is the procedure to be adopted before, during and after the game.

A. BEFORE THE START OF THE GAME

Not later than thirty (30) minutes before the fixture time of the match, the coach or captain or Club Official will present to the Score-keeper or one of the referees the OFFICIAL TEAM LIST duly completed with each player's and official's full name and license numbers, and the players’ kit numbers, together with the respective License Cards.

Failing this, a fine of € 4.66 will be meted out.  Failure to submit a fully completed team list on the form provided by the MVA, will incur the Club a € 1.75 fine per omission.  The 1st and/or 2nd Referee will check the information on the Official Team List, and hand it over to the Score Keeper to start filling in the score-sheet.

All matches will begin according to the schedule published. However, if the preceding match takes longer than scheduled, the official protocol will begin only after the playing court has been cleared, and the administration of the previous match has been completed.  The referees will communicate this new starting time to both coaches.

16 minutes before the start:

The referee checks the height and tension of the net as well as the position of antennae and side markings.  The first referee remains near the second referee during this verification to supervise its status.

15 minutes before the start:

Referees call both captains to the scorer's table to make the toss.  The first referee leads the toss.  Other team members can warm-up on the court without interruption. The captain and coach of each team sign the score-sheet in the appropriate spaces.

14 minutes before the start:

The first referee blows the whistle to signal the start of the official warm-up – 05 minutes minimum for each team or 10 minutes together.  ALL players must be in full kit for the official warming up.  Referees are to ensure that all equipment necessary for the game, i.e. score-sheet, buzzer, team uniforms, substitution paddles, manual scoreboard, electronic scoreboard, balls, etc.  are available and according to regulations.  They must also inspect the reserve equipment.  The referees give any necessary instructions to line judges, ball retrievers, floor moppers, etc. At the start of the last 02 minutes of the warm-up, the first referee must inform the coach/captain of both teams.

12 minutes before the start:
Line-up Sheets 

The second referee ensures that the coach of each team submits one copy of the line-up sheet for the first set to the scorer (Game Jury) who proceeds to record the numbers of the six starting players of each team on the score-sheet.

04 minutes before the start:
End of warm-up

The first referee whistles to signal the end of the official warm-up and both teams clear the court to return to their respective team benches. Before entering for the presentation, ALL players must be with shirts inside shorts.

03 minutes before the start:
Presentation

Both referees stand in the middle of the court, perpendicular and close to the net, facing the Main (VIP) Stand behind the Officials' Table.  The 1st Referee is to stand in the court of Team A, while the 2nd Referee stands in the court of Team B.  Team Captains stand closest to the referees.

The first referee blows the whistle and gives permission for team members to greet each other.  First both captains, then the other team members, starting with those nearest the net.  
01.30 minutes before start

Referees greet each other, and take their positions. The 2nd referee distributes two match balls to the playing teams.
01 minute before the start:
Entering the Playing Court

The first referee blows the whistle and directs the team members to enter the playing court.  The six starting members from each team enter the court.

The second referee checks that the six-team members on the court from each team are the same according to the positions registered on the line up sheet, and gives the ball to the server.  The Libero of the team can go on court instead of one of the back row players.

00 minutes to start:

2nd referee indicates, by show of hands, to the 1st Referee that everything is ready. The 1st referee whistles the authorisation of the first service.

B.  DURING THE GAME – INTERVALS

At the end of each set, the six players of each team line-up on the end line of their respective courts.  At the direction of the first referee, the teams change courts.  As the players pass the net poles, they go directly to their team bench.

At the moment the referee blows the whistle ending the last rally of the set, the scorer must start the time for timing the set interval.

After 02'30"

The second referee blows the whistle or the scorer sounds the buzzer.  At the direction of the second referee, the six players registered on the line up sheet go directly onto the playing court.  The second referee will then check that the six players for each team are the same according to the positions registered on the rotation card and/or team list.  The Libero player can enter the court instead of one of the back row players.   

03'00"

The first referee whistles, authorizing the service.

C.  INTERVAL OF DECIDING SET: (TIE-BREAK)

At the end of the set before the deciding set, the six players of each team line-up on the end line of their respective courts. At the direction of the first referee the teams go directly to their team bench.

Captains report to the scorer's table for the toss. Referees report to the scorer's table to conduct the toss.

02'30"

The second referee blows the whistle or the scorer sounds his buzzer.  At the direction of the second referee the six players registered on the team list go directly onto the playing court.  The second referee will then check that the six players for each team are the same according to the positions registered on the team list.  The Libero player can enter the court instead of one of the back row players. The second referee will then give the ball to the server.

03'00"

The first referee whistles, authorising the first service of the set.

D.  TIME-OUTS

During time-outs, the second referee calls the players to move close to the bench and leave space for the floor to be mopped by the moppers.  This will avoid having any water drops close to the court, which will in turn delay the resumption of the match.

E.  AT THE END OF THE GAME

At the end of the game, the six players of each team go to their respective end line where they are joined by the rest of their team. At the first referee's signal, both teams greet each other at the net, leave the playing court and walk to their respective players' bench.

Both referees position themselves on the side line corresponding to the first referee position, and after greetings, report to the scorer's table for administrative purposes.

Game captains, after thanking the Referees, report to the scorer's to sign the score-sheet after the scorer has concluded his/her work.

Any protests have to be noted down on the score-sheet after the end of the match prior to the referee's report. This will be allowed ONLY if the game captain had previously requested the right to protest to the first referee during the game. The referee will not necessarily put down his/her report on the score-sheet at end of the game, but must forward it within forty-eight (48) hours from the end of the match, either to the Secretary General or to the Chairperson of such Board established for this purpose, in conjunction with Article 24 – Protests.

ADDENDUM II – RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING NATIONAL TEAM PLAYERS

A. Duty of all eligible players

It is the duty of every player who is eligible to represent the Malta Volleyball Association in any of its national teams or selections to answer positively to any call made by the Association to form part of a national team or selection. Only a serious and grave reason exempts him/her from this obligation.

The obligation of players, mentioned in par. (i) above, refers both to training sessions and to matches, whether competitive or friendly.

In the case of eligible players who are playing in the league of a foreign Volleyball Association, the Association and the player shall observe both the relative rules of FIVB and CEV.

If a player claims justification for his/her non-compliance or absence it shall be his/her duty to prove that such absence was due to a valid reason. However, no such claim for justification shall be entertained if the player had failed to inform the Technical Director, or the Coach or the Team Manager or the General Secretary of his/her impediment and this as soon as possible after such impediment was known to him/her or had arisen.

Physical impossibility on medical grounds could be entertained only in the case that a Medical Officer of the Association certifies such impossibility.

B. Maximum effort by players.

Every player forming part of a national team or selection shall strive for the best possible performance both during training and during a game. In particular, every such player must make every effort and make use of all permitted means to bring about the victory of his/her team and shall refrain from practicing any act and from omitting to do any act which may hinder the achievement of this aim.

C. Good behaviour and discipline

Every player forming part of a national team or selection must at all times behave in the best possible manner and must set an example to other players and shall refrain from doing anything and from omitting to do anything which may prejudice the discipline of his/her team.

Every such player shall not in any place or in any manner criticize or raise any objections to any training methods, systems of play, team formations or positions in a team except by way of constructive counsel to the coach in the manner acceptable to the coach.

D.   Disciplinary Action

Any player who infringes any of the above provisions shall be guilty of an offence.

When it is alleged that a player has committed any such offence he/she shall be charged in writing, and the Executive Council shall deal with the case.

On any such charge, the player shall have the right to attend the hearing and may be assisted by a person of his/her choice. This can be done except if such person is prohibited by the rules of the Association to assist him/her, or such person is serving a suspension which debars him/her from taking part in volleyball activities or such person has been declared a "persona non grata" by the Association.

If the charge is proved to the satisfaction of the Executive Council, it shall punish the player in accordance with the relative applicable sanction.

Any club official or any other person subject to the jurisdiction of the Association who instigates a player to commit any of the above mentioned offences shall be guilty of the same offence completed or attempted. They shall be subject to disciplinary action in the same way as a player is subject to. 
However, such person shall be subject to disciplinary action even if no disciplinary action is taken against the player or if the player is not found guilty. Furthermore, such person may be subject to a different punishment other than that awarded to the player if found guilty.

E. Punishments

A player and/or a person mentioned in clause D(v) above who is found guilty by the Executive Council of having committed any of the above mentioned offences shall be punished in the following manner:

In the case of an offence under clause A above of these regulations, with a suspension from all volleyball activities up to a maximum of three years.

In the case of an offence under clauses B or C above, of these regulations with a suspension from all volleyball activities from one month to life depending on the gravity of the case.

If the player, who when found guilty, was at the time of the offence the captain of a team or if the person found guilty was at the time of the offence an official of a club, such factor shall be in itself an aggravating circumstance and will be subject to one degree increase in gravity.

The Association reserves the right to publish the details of offences committed and punishments inflicted under these regulations and to inform FIVB and CEV of punishments inflicted for their decision to make such punishments applicable in their sphere of jurisdiction.

Any punishments inflicted at National Level should be implemented at club level immediately for the same duration and effect.

F. Appeal

A player or any other person found guilty under these regulations shall have the right to appeal to the Appeals Board. 

G. Compensation to players and insurance

Players called to represent the Association shall be insured by the Association against risk of injury, only at official international competitions. The Executive Council shall decide the quality of the insurance.
The Executive Council of the MVA shall in its discretion decide on any compensation and/or bonus to players.

H. Transitory Clause

These rules shall be applicable to all registered players. All clubs are obliged to ensure that all players registered on their books are informed of this registration policy and to be updated with any changes that may be adopted from time to time. This policy shall come into force on the 31st May 2001.

I. Interpretation of these rules

The Executive Council of the MVA is the competent Authority to interpret this registration policy. Should the request for such interpretations arise the Executive Council will circulate its decisions to all Members Clubs within eight (8) days from such decision.

Any matter/s not provided for in this registration policy shall be regulated in accordance with the Rules and Regulations and bye-laws of FIVB and CEV. In any other cases the Executive Council shall deal with the matter as it may deem fit.

ADDENDUM III – BEACH VOLLEY PROCEDURES DOCUMENT

Article 1 -  Event Application

Should any MVA member (club or individual member) or any non-registered individual/club/organisation wish to organise a Beach-Volleyball activity they are to submit an official request in writing to the General Secretary of the MVA.

Such notification must clearly state the following:

Applicant (with full contact details)

Date

Duration

Method of Competition

Level of Competition

Scope of event.

Apart from the above information it is imperative that all the necessary permits are also submitted with the request in order to be issued the MVA approval.

Approval by the MVA will be given on a first come first served basis, as long as all documents are submitted and regulations are abided by the applicant.

Article 2 - MVA Fee/Guarantee

In order that there is no abuse by any of the approved applicants, the MVA shall implement application fees and guarantees as follows:

An application fee of € 25 per event must be paid with the application.

A Guarantee deposit of € 50 per event must also be paid with the application.

Should the applicant not hold an event (for whatever reason) the Guarantee deposit will not be refunded.

Article 3 -  MVA Advertising Material

Applicants must also accept the right of the MVA to display a limited number of advertising boards/banners during these activities, which displays/banners must not at any given time jeopardise in any way the staging of the event/s.

The scope of this advertising material would be to portray a better image of the game, encourage other entities to advertise and sponsor these events in a similar way, and at the same time help the MVA in its promotion.

Article 4 - Adoption and Interpretation of Regulations

Should any activity be organised without the approval/consent of the MVA, the MVA shall reserve the right to take the necessary action against the organisers and participants, as it may deem fit, and in line with the procedures adopted by the C.E.V. and F.I.V.B, which includes possible suspensions.

Furthermore the Executive Council of the MVA is the sole interpreter of these regulations and these regulations and procedures may be changed from time to time by the Executive Council following proposals by the Beach Volleyball Commission.
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